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This task is to:
• Introduce you to some of the areas that you can expect to cover on the course;
• Help you begin to identify and clarify your ideas and expectations concerning the teaching and learning of a foreign language, 

particularly from the learners’ viewpoint. 

1. Pronunciation 

a)          Put these words into four rhyming columns:    rough  so  row  trough  sew  enough  stuff now  throw  allow  bow  

���&� ������&� ���&� .��&�

Source: Underhill, A., (1994) Sound Foundations, Heinemann

b)  Why might non-native language learners find these words difficult to pronounce?    How can the teacher help?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

c)  On the words below mark the stress (the strongest syllable) by placing a small square above the vowel in the stressed syllable.  
               

Eg.    market      

father  appropriate     advertise     advertisement    politician    political    export (noun)  export (verb)

2.   Language Learning

Consider your own language learning experiences. Rank the following factors in order of importance 1-7.    

Listening to lots of examples of the language.                 

Learning grammar rules.                       

Learning vocabulary.             

Being corrected every time you make a mistake.     

Living in the target language country and speaking the language.   

Being allowed to work out grammar rules for yourself.    

Learning transactional/functional language e.g. how to buy fruit.    
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3.   Language Learning

Outline your reasons for the order of the importance of some factors in language learning above.  (Approx half a page.)

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

 
4.   Identifying Learner Errors

Look at the following language examples and
a) Identify the error 
b) correct it
c) explain why the learner made the mistake 

Eg.  She wented to the doctor.  Should be   She went to the doctor.  
The student has tried to make an irregular past tense form regular by adding ‘ed’.  She has over generalised the rule ‘add ed for 
the past tense’. 
Source: Bolitho, R&B. Tomlinson.  Discover English.  Heinemann (1995)

1. Do you can swim?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. I’ll telephone you after I will arrive.

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. I’d like some fish & cheaps, please. 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. I want coffee now! Please.

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Pop into my residence for a chat if you get the opportunity.

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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5.   Language Awareness

Are the following the same in meaning or different?  If different, explain the difference.

Eg.   Jane is a) in the hospital   
                      b) at the hospital              The meaning is different.  a) Jane is a patient     b) Jane is a visitor

1. I   
a) live in Claremont
b) am living in Claremont ___________________________________________________________

2. Peter  
a) has been to Sydney
b) has gone to Sydney ___________________________________________________________

3. He is  
a) just sitting by her grave
b) sitting just by her grave ___________________________________________________________

4. Now he lives  
a) in a town house in my street
b) in the town house in my street ___________________________________________________________

6.   Language Forms

Identify the part of speech of the words underlined.  Eg.  words ( pl. noun)

It is common for learners of a language to think that their own language is logical and regular whereas the one they are learning is 
stupidly irregular.  This is usually because they very seldom examine their own language whereas they are frequently called upon to 
examine the language they are learning.  They also find their own language easy to use and assume that this is because it is logical and 
regular.  Source: Bolitho, R&B. Tomlinson.  Discover English.  Heinemann (1995)

Write your answers below:

for ____________________  their ____________________  logical ____________________  the ____________________

they ____________________ examine ____________________  frequently ____________________

are learning ____________________  language ____________________  and ____________________

7.   The Characteristics of a Good Teacher

In about half a page outline what you think are the important characteristics of a good teacher and relate this to your own learning 
experiences where possible. Please hand write.

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________


